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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Food Crushes 


Romantic dining. Not always candlelit, but usually evocative. A place 
that invites l'amour, a menu that pleases the senses, and service that 
rivals the attention of your date. That last one might sound a little funny, 
but there is something about excellent front-of-house service in a res- 
taurant that can be a surrogate for a date on any day, Valentine's or not. 

I don't know about you, but I tend to order a specific dish when I 
go to a restaurant, visiting it like it's an old friend (see the cover...I sing 
love songs to Upton 43's pork chop, no lie). Here's my short list of food 
crushes that you might want to sample yourself, whether or not you've 
got the love bug. 

Blue Door Pub's Spam Bites: balls of cream cheese with diced Spam 
and pickles in the middle, rolled in potato chips and panko then deep fried. 
Wise Acre Eatery's Bacon: somehow, bacon can be done so perfectly that 
I call it out as my favorite food in the place. Red Cow's 60/40 Burger: a 
burger made of both ground beef and ground bacon topped with cheese, 
candied bacon, and mustard. Corner Table's Pork Belly: perfectly fall- 
apart firm with plenty of fatty give and a daub of mustard. Spoon & Stable's 
Crepe Cake: layers and layers of cream and crepes making a tower of deli- 
cacy. Harbor View Cafe's Almond Cake: chewy, fragrant, and reminiscent 
of all-things-Nordic. Lake & Irving's Brussels Sprouts: crispy and burnt, 


buttery and earthy. Wilde Cafe's Famous Mac & Cheese: if you love me, 
you'll get me this pasta dish. Mucci's Italian Everything: I kid you not, I 
love everything on that dang menu and it causes me pain to choose only a 
few things each time I go there. World Street Kitchen's Bangkok Korean 
BBQ Beef Short Rib Burrito: just the right balance of spicy and sweet... 
like me. Rabbit Hole's Harold & Kumar Poutine: fries, pork curry gravy, 
kimchi, cheese, aioli, and so many cultures in my mouth. Izzy's Strawber- 
ry Creme Fraiche Ice Cream: just the sweetest part of summer, all year 
‘round. The Salty Tarts Ham & Cheese Croissant: flaky, buttery, and a 
little pocket feast to go. D’Amico & Sons’ Chicken with Dried Cherries 
Salad: it’s the classic pasta salad that never fails me, year after year. Cafe 
Latte’s Classic Vanilla Cheesecake: my favorite in the world. 

So, though I free-associated that list, I realized I could go on forever. 
I am actually forcing myself to stop adding to it, I only have a half-page 
here. But, it boils down to that I love food. It’s a very natural association 
for me, love and food, for better and worse. I don’t know what I’m doing 
for the big V-Day yet, myself, but the spirit of romance and how the way 
to my heart is through my stomach will be observed and celebrated. 

With you and with love, 

Andy ш 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


They've All Got Little Lists 


After two centuries of sequestration, Japan reopened its doors in the 
1850s. In 1872, Japonisme (influence of Japanese art and aesthetics) en- 
tered the vocabulary of many European artists, and ukiyo-e prints were 
popularized: Van Gogh surrounds "The Portrait of Pére Tanguy" (1887) 
with six of them. In 1885, British Victorian librettist W.S. Gilbert and 
composer Arthur Sullivan, opened their The Mikado, an operetta with a 
then-exotic Japanese setting. 

One hundred thirty-one years later, last October, there was wide- 
spread criticism of the Harvard-Radcliffe Gilbert and Sullivan Players' 
production of this same operetta accusing HGRSP of racism, cultural 
appropriation, gender violence, and harmful perceptions of trans people. 
'This after the group had updated the setting to a 1960s Vegas-themed 
Oriental hotel to avoid any such accusations. 

HRGSP formed in 1956, staging their shows in the University's Agas- 
siz Theater, where I saw Mikado in 1965; a delightful, sprightly perfor- 
mance readily understood as Gilbert and Sullivan's satire of British mo- 
res and not a take-down of Japanese people or culture. 

A classmate commented recently, “As a literature scholar and a histo- 


rian, I'm very hostile to this sort of retroactive political correctness. My 
program note for The Mikado would say that it's in a long tradition of criti- 
cizing one's own country by writing about a real or imagined foreign state, 
or writing from the point of view of a foreigner visiting one's country." 

He added, “A member of the S.E. School Board recently suggested 
renaming George Washington High School because Washington was 
a slave-owner...Washington married a wealthy widow, Martha Custis, 
who had two children. She held in trust for them her husband's property 
— which included a lot of slaves. Those slaves intermarried with Wash- 
ington's slaves and Washington was unable to untangle the complicated 
intertwining of lives. When he was dying, he dictated his last will, in 
which he freed those slaves he had the power to free, and set aside an 
endowment to help them deal with freedom. 

Watchdogs howl for the banning of Samuel Clemens's Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, and other victims. 
Their closed-minded literary bowdlerizing will keep valuable life lessons 
away from young readers, while ruining otherwise enjoyable evenings 
of musical satire for the rest of us. B 
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What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)? 


TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer sex 
practices. This use is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1 
through sex. This includes HIV-negative men who have sex with men and 
who are at high risk of getting infected with HIV-1 through sex, and male- 
female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and the other 
does not. 

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent 
getting HIV-1. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or 
other items that have body fluids on them. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


| What is the most important information | should know 

about TRUVADA for PrEP? 

Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 

infection: 

You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do 
not already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-negative. 

Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. |f you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently 
become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you hada 
flu-like illness within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP or at 
any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection 
include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, 
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the 
neck or groin. 

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 

infection: 

* You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for 
PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

* You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

% То further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1: 

* Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners. 

* Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare 
provider tells you. 

* Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections 
make it easier for HIV-1 to infect you. 

* Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior. 

* Have fewer sex partners. 

* Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. 

* Ifyou think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 
right away. 

Ifyou do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than 
TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is nota complete 
treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 
may become harder to treat over time. 

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects: 

* Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include weakness or 
being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or 
fast breathing, nausea, vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands 
and feet, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats. 

Serious liver problems. Your liver may become large and tender, and you 
may develop fat in your liver. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin 
or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark "tea-colored" urine, light- 


colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach-area pain. 


* You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking TRUVADA 
for along time. In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. 
Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any symptoms of these 
conditions. 

Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and take 
TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. 
Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare 
provider. If your healthcare provider tells you to stop taking TRUVADA, they 
Will need to watch you closely for several months to monitor your health. 


TRUVADA is not approved for the treatment of HBV. 


| Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP? 


Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have 
HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your 

HIV-1 status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you 

need to take other medicines with TRUVADA 

to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a 

complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have 

HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 

may become harder to treat over time. 

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take 
lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA). 


1 What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP? 


Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include: 

* Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 
may do blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment 
with TRUVADA for PrEP. If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

* Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

* Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking TRUVADA or 
medicines like T RUVADA. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach- 

area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare 

provider if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away. 


| What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking 


TRUVADA for PrEP? 


All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you 
have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection. 


* If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while 
taking TRUVADA for PrEP talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you 
should keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
Pregnancy Registry: ^ pregnancy registry collects information about 
your health and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry for 
women who take medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. For more 
information about the registry and how it works, talk to your healthcare 
provider. 

* |f you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. 
The medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in breast milk. If you 
become HIV-1 positive, HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk. 

* All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact 
with other medicines. Keep alist of all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

* If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP your 
healthcare provider may need to check you more often or change your 
dose. These medicines include ledipasvir with sofosbuvir (HARVONI). 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page. 
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Have you heard about 


TRUVADA for PrEP"? 


The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce the risk 
of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices. 


* TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting 
HIV through sex. 
* You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA. 


Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if TRUVADA 
for PrEP may be right for you. 
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Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting 

HIV-1 infection: 

* Youmust be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that 
you do not already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be 
HIV-1 negative. 

* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has 
recently become infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection 
include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, 
and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have had a flu-like illness within the last month before 
starting TRUVADA for PrEP. 

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting 

HIV-1 infection: 

* You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA 
for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

* You must stay HIV-1 negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

* Tell your healthcare provider if you have a flu-like illness while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. 

* Ifyou think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 
right away. 


* If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than 
TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only 
TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time. 


* Seethe "Howto Further Reduce Your Risk" section for more information. 


TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including: 


* Buildup of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of 
breath or fast breathing, nausea, vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold 
or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or fast or 
abnormal heartbeats. 

* Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. 

Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any of these 
symptoms: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several 
days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain. 

* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have HBV and 
take TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking 
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for 
several months. 

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems 

if you are female, very overweight, or have been taking TRUVADA for a 

long time. 


TRUVADA is a prescription medicine used with safer sex practices for PrEP 
to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection in adults at high risk: 


* HIV-1 negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of 
getting infected with HIV-1 through sex. 


* Male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and 
the other does not. 


To help determine your risk, talk openly with your doctor about your 
sexual health. 

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

* Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. 
* Take lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA). 


IMPORTANT FACTS 


This is only a brief summary of important information about taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
(pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does 
not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine. 


TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including: 


* Thosein the "Most Important Information About TRUVADA for 
PrEP" section. 


* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

* Bone problems. 

* Changes in body fat. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include 
stomach-area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. 


These are not all the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. 


Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health 
before and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP. 


Tell your healthcare provider if you: 


* Haveor have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 
hepatitis infection. 


* Haveany other medical conditions. 

* Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 

* Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed 
if you become HIV-1 positive because ofthe risk of passing HIV-1 to 
your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take: 


* Keep alist that includes all prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist. 


* Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that 
should not be taken with TRUVADA for PrEP. 


* Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have 
been exposed to HIV-1. 


* Donot miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection. 


* You must practice safer sex by using condoms and you must stay 
HIV-1 negative. 


* Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners. 


* Gettested for HIV-1 atleast every 3 months or when your healthcare 
provider tells you. 


* Gettested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections 
make it easier for HIV-1 to infect you. 


* Getinformation and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior. 
* Have fewer sex partners. 


* Donot share needles or personal items that can have blood or body 
fluids on them. 


* This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA 
for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. Talkto your 
healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to 
prevent HIV-1 infection. 


TRUVADA, the TRUVADA Logo, TRUVADA FOR PREP GILEAD, the GILEAD Logo, 
and HEPSERA are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. 
All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 
Version date: April 2016 


* Gotostart.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5 


* Ifyou need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for 
program information. 


(J GILEAD 


© 2016 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0050 09/16 
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SCENE 


A View From the Bridge. Photo by Roger Watts 


ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


eras to present to our patrons. Our upcoming 
production of Vincente Martin y Soler's Di- 
ana's Garden is one of those kinds of pieces. 
The opera has fallen out of the repertoire 
since its premiere, but was exceedingly popu- 
lar in its day. In this rediscovered gem from 
the Mozart era, you will hear a delightful 
score, perfect for a light frolic during January 
in Minnesota." 

Soprano Leah Partridge makes her 
Minnesota Opera debut as Diana. Tenor 
Alek Shrader makes his house debut. Peter 
Rothstein, known for his superlative Guthrie 
Theater and Theater Latte Da productions 
directs. Michael Christie conducts. Diana's 
Garden is noted for its sensuality, which was 
controversial in its day, and for its wit. 


A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 
Through Feb. 5 

Theatre in the Round Players 

245 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis 
612-333-2919 
www.theatreintheround.org 

Arthur Miller looms as one of the classic 
American playwrights. His socio-political 
consciousness infuses every play he ever 
published, but his insights about sexuality 
and desire have been under-appreciated. The 
1955 drama A View From the Bridge is rightly 
noted for its vivid look at the injustices suf 
fered by many immigrants. But there is also 
a remarkable flashpoint that still stuns today: 
a drunken kiss reveals a hidden desire one 
relative has toward another and a juicy at- 
tempt to try to convince someone that a gay 
man is out to marry a female American just 
to gain citizenship. 

Theatre in the Round Players is a solid 
and steady producer of classic plays and 
they’re an old hand at Miller. Michael Egan 
leads a 14-member cast. Allen Hamilton 
directs. Lynn Musgrave crafts the sound 
design. If you are looking for a show that 
appeals to a broad audience and still engages 
the heart and the intellect, then you cannot 
miss A View from the Bridge. That blend is 
part of Arthur Miller’s genius. 


DIANA’S GARDEN 
Jan. 21-29 

Ordway Center 

345 Washington St., St. Paul 
651-224-4222 
www.mnopera.org 


Artistic director Dale Johnson says that 
“one of Minnesota Opera’s biggest strengths 
and joys is finding new and interesting op- 


MIRANDA 
Jan. 21-29 
Illusion Theatre 
Cowles Center, 528 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-339-4944 
www. illusiontheater.org 

Ever since the Greeks and Romans, the 
Yemeni port city of Aden at the south end of 
the Arabian peninsula has been a focal point 
of international trade. During the Middle 
Ages Islam was firmly established. Later on, 
the British, with their signature imperialism, 
took control in the late 1830s and left in 1968. 
In recent years Yemen’s position as a place 
where East meets West has caused it to be- 
come embroiled in grisly conflicts involving 
Al Qaeda, Saudi Arabia, and the U.S. 

Illusion Theater is presenting a new 
suspense drama, which it began developing 


Miranda. Photo by Lauren B Photography 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 

* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 

* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 

* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown Elizabeth Cloutier 
Skyway Connected Offices PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Nights EN 


at the [| heater 


LERNER & LOEWE'S 


CAMELOT 


Dinner at 6:00 * Show at 8:00 
(952) 934-1525 * www.chanhassendt.com 
Use promo code: LAVENDER17 


MINNESOTA , ^ ORCHESTRA 


— .— бомсвоок 
DESARE 


HILARY 


KOLE 


GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK 


with the Minnesota Orchestra 


Feb 10 N 


From Frank Sinatra to Judy Garland, from Irving Berlin to the Beatles, and from 
Cole Porter to Joni Mitchell—vocalists Hilary Kole and Tony DeSare cover the 
waterfront in this heart-stirring, toe-tapping show. 


4 L| a A \ 


KRISTIN CHENOWETH 


with the Minnesota Orchestra 
Mar 4 


She's a genuine superstar with the Emmy and Tony awards to prove it. Dynamite 
singer/actress Kristin Chenoweth makes her Minnesota Orchestra debut with all the 
pizzazz and power that have made her as “Popular” as one of her signature songs. 


minnesotaorchestra.org 


612.371.5658 / Orchestra Hall 


Photo credits available online Media Partner: Ж Starlribune 
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two-and-a-half years ago, by James 
Still. Carolyn Pool plays the title role of 
CIA agent Miranda. Director Michael Robins 
relates that “Miranda begins a new assign- 
ment and must learn to connect with teenage 
and younger boys who are wounded because 
of being child soldiers and yet they are still 
kids. She must learn to fit in as a woman in a 
traditional Muslim culture. She must do her job 
with few of the resources she would have in a 
less conflicted place. Protecting her new assets 
is complex and changes many of her beliefs." 
Robins's cast has been very cognizant of 
the trauma that Miranda's setting portrays. 
He adds, “From research and discussions 
with people who have been there, we came 
to understand that people everywhere want 
to live their lives with all the joys and hopes 
and disappointments that come from being 
human. We need to let the story unfold as 
honestly and authentically as we can while 
being true to the needs of each character.” 


LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS 
Jan. 21-Feb. 19 

Artistry, Bloomington Center for the 
Arts, 1800 W Old Shakopee Rd. 
Bloomington 

952-563-8575 

www.artistrymn.org 

In the early 1980s the 1960 B-Movie 
and horror spoof Little Shop of Horrors was 
adapted into a hit Off Broadway and West 
End musical. It rivaled Sweeney Todd for 
sheer gruesome weirdness. You recall Swee- 
ney's human flesh in meat pies provided by a 
demon barber. Well, Little Shop of Horrors is 
about a florist who tends to a human-eating 
plant. The former premiered in 1979. The 
latter in 1983. Something seems to have been 
in the air at that time. 

Joe Chvala directs the revival of the camp 
musical classic for Artistry at the Bloom- 
ington Center for the Arts and his record as 
choreographer for the Flying Foot Forum 
assures us that he will bring that camp 
element out most certainly. However, he is 
quite attuned to the year the musical hit Off- 
Broadway. With Little Shop, Chvala says he 
has actually drawn from his own emotional 
memory of living in New York City during 
the 1980s, when and where the AIDS crisis 
was wielding some of it meanest destruction. 

He shares, “Little Shop of Horrors came 
to be, premiered, and played through some 
of the bleakest years of the AIDS crisis in 
NYC. In retrospect, I think maybe some of 
its appeal, especially to the gay community, 
was that we could sit and watch a mysterious 


ік 


Liv and Ingmar: Unfaithful Reveries. Photo by Sven Nykvist 


threat to human existence from a distance 
and laugh and make fun of it, camp it up, 
even the plant, the threat itself, became a 
lovable puppet. And, somehow, even though 
only a few of the characters we care about 
survive, we could still leave the theater 
uplifted and touched by this story. Horror 
films always have that sort of appeal: the 
thrill of experiencing something devastating 
without being harmed by it. But I think Little 
Shop had a special, maybe subconscious, 
resonance during the times it played Off- 
Broadway in New York." 

Chvala adds, “During the '80s, there were 
a lot of campy performances happening in 
little hole-in-the-wall theaters and bars all 
over town. Life was very scary but a camp 
perspective on the world gave us the oppor- 
tunity to be sardonic and sentimental at the 
same time. Little Shop of Horrors embodied 
both ends of that spectrum. The world called 
for great anger and loss of hope and a cynical 
point of view, but camp comedy and finding 
the heart in bleak times helped to at least 
lighten the load.” 


LIV AND INGMAR: 
UNFAITHFUL REVERIES 
Feb. 5-Feb. 28 
Trylon Microcinema 
3258 Minnehaha Ave., Minneapolis 
612-424-5468 
www.trylon.org 
The Trylon continues its mindful inquiry 


into film classics with an eye to Scandinavia’s 
historic contribution. The artistic relationship 
between actress Liv Ullmann and film auteur 
Ingmar Bergman is one of cinema’s most 
fabled. Through Ullmann, the film maestro 
shaped some of the most penetrating films. 
Through Bergman, Ullmann delivered a 
profundity of consciousness unlike any other 
screen figure. Her magnetic inner gleam 
shines in the 1966 milestone, Persona, a film 
that jolted audiences around the world with 
its intense intimacy between women. That 
sort of intimacy was Bergman’s signature as 
a so-called “women’s director.” Moreover, 
this signature is in evidence in the Trylon’s 
eagerly awaited retrospective. 

Persona opens the series on Feb. 5 and it 
ends on Feb. 28 with one of the few non-Eng- 
lish language works to ever be nominated for 
the Best Picture Oscar, Cries and Whispers. 
As an adolescent in 1973 I remember other 
kids whispering, “Ooh! that movie is about 
lesbians!” However, the haunting Cries and 
Whispers is somewhat more layered than just 
that. Again, the intimacy between women is 
palpable and it lives on various levels. 

Included as well are Ullmann’s star turns 
in Shame (1968), Feb. 12-14, and Hour of the 
Wolf (1968), Feb.19-21, in which she co-stars 
with another quintessential Bergman figure, 
Max Von Sydow. And what could be more 
quintessentially wintry than a Bergman retro- 
spective in February? B 
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You and your family will enjoy Dellwood's facilities including; an amazing golf 
course, pool / lazy river complex, fitness center, tennis courts, banquet hall, 
D E L LWO O D outdoor dining and meeting rooms. 


COUNTRY CLUB Learn more about booking events or becoming a member, reach out to our 


| JOMAMA JONES 
Integrity 3 


Г | uem 


ATTORNEY AT LAW “a fusion of 


Over 20 Years Experience in: retro-fun, camp, 
Family Law | Criminal Defense and theatricality” 


Employment Law -TIME OUT, NEW YORK 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


Find these ingredients and 
1% oz. dry oloroso sherry other wine cocktail ideas at: 


1% oz. sweet vermouth 
2 dashes orange bitters жж 
Tools: mixing glass, barspoon esz. ЫТ” 


Glass: cocktail or wine glass 
Garnish: orange peel 


Stir ingredients with ice in a mixing glass 
and strain into a chilled glass. Garnish. 


\ Liquors f 


5300 LYNDALE AVE S., MPLS, MN 55418 
www.southlyndale.com 


Dinah Sanders, The Art of the Shim, Sanders & Gratz, 2013 
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Strasbourg (France) medieval half-timbered houses reflected in the river; Castles low and high on the Rhine cruise. Photos by Carla Waldemar 


Gliding Down the Rhine 


Castles on the Rhine; murmur those sweet nothings, and I'm a gon- 
er. Sign me up. All Viking Cruises had to do to seal the deal was offer 
guests a sweet promotional discount and I was out the door. Mention 
a brand-new 280-passenger ship (Heated bathroom floors! Free excur- 
sions! Food fit for a Michelin inspector! Free wine with meals! Sundeck 
for perfect viewing!) and my Visa started smoking. Somehow the cruise 
director even managed to procure a week without a single drop of rain. 

And those castles. That stretch of the mighty Rhine has long attract- 
ed poets (Byron, Goethe), novelists (Hugo, Twain) and painters (nota- 
bly, Turner) to ogle those romantic outposts of Romanesque, Gothic, 
and Baroque design presiding over hilltops at every bend, hemmed by 
undulating vineyards, crumbling Roman walls, trains scooting along the 
riverbank, and small towns ready for their close-up. 

Another lure was the chance to check a number of alluring cities off 
my bucket list. First port: Basel, at the pinpoint where Switzerland meets 
France and Germany. Locals (lots of them, this sunny Sunday) actually 
swam the river as I strolled its banks en route to landmark Münster Ca- 
thedral of 1019, its glittering pink sandstone supporting two frilly tow- 
ers. Kids were tossing rose petals at an emerging wedding couple while, 
above the door, St. George slayed his dragon and St. Martin gave away 
his cloak. Inside, philosopher Erasmus rests in a simple grave. 

At the nearby Town Hall, Disney-esque murals of local history fea- 
ture heroes clutching swords and horn-tootling mermaids. But my goal 
was Basel's famed art museum — actually, three buildings, the newest 
by Herzog & de Meuron. It's an all-day project to revel in many, many 
Chagalls, Picassos of every period, every Impressionist and Expression- 
ist, and a gallery of Swiss painters losing their propriety in splashes of 
bold color. And a lovely courtyard café when your feet give out. 

That night our ship passed through four locks as we glided between 
the boundaries of France and Germany, accompanied by fleets of swans 
and Sunday boaters, to dock on the German side at Breisach below 
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venerable St. Stephen's Cathedral with its 12th-century pink sandstone 
tower to guide our climb. Inside, a modern stained glass window (the 
aftermath of war) and a spectacular altarpiece of Mary being crowned 
by a frenzy of angels arranging her stone drapery. Above the entrance, 
more angels pester a corpse to rise from his coffin. 

We next boarded a bus to tour the Black Forest, of Grimm Brothers' 
fame, as our guide gushed over pastures of “happy cows.” We stopped to 
hike through a lively village to the forest's silver waterfall. 

'Those swans followed us to Strasbourg, the most German of French 
cities (borders changed more rapidly than some folks’ underwear). Here, 
bakeries offer both pretzels and croissants and cafés sport dual menus of 
pigs' knuckle and foie gras. This island city, bordered by both the Rhine 
and the Ш, was founded by Romans in 12 B.C., and their excavated trea- 
sures are on view in the town's archaeological museum aside the grand 
Strasbourg Cathedral of 1439, its mis-matched Gothic spires rise above 
magnificent stained glass (hidden from war damage in salt mines), one 
aisle a catalog of former emperors, the other portraying Bible stories. As 
its fabled Horloge astronomical clock strikes the hour, a tiny skeleton 
trundles off and newborn man appears. Then, follow cobbled alleys to 
the medieval covered bridge spanning a canal in the city's Petite France 
quarter, where half-timbered houses lean over the water. 

Heidelberg, up next, would be a drive-by if not for its amazing castle, 
actually a silhouetted ruin of its former glory. This peculiar building bris- 
tles with add-ons and ‘improvements’ affixed over the years, as well as a 
prison tower where guests awaited ransom and a witches' tower, whose 
suspects were locked up to starve, freeze, or leap. 

The lure of Rudesheim, a bit farther along the river, is wine: making 
it, drinking it in the wall-to-wall weinstube that crowd its narrow alleys. 
If time, or ambition, allows, hike the vertical trail dividing hillside vine- 
yards for a super view. 

Cologne is all about beer. Some folks head straight for the taverns, 
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Creating a Healthy LGBTQ+ Community 


$55 Dinner & One Treatment Center 


E Show Tickéts Does Not Fit All 


Use promocode: 
LAVENDER17 


Limit 6 tickets. Not valid with other offers 
or on previously purchased tickets. * Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
Subject to availability. 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
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Р 


* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 


* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
DINNER THEATRES 
han h 55е * Exclusively providing the LGBT community а comfortable 
r er safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 
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Announcement includes a photo and ир 
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1.800.BLUEFIN (258-3346) * Bluefinbay.com FAMILY OF RESORTS 
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TRAVEL 


others for the famed chocolate museum. I raced (as usual) for the his- 
torical stuff, mesmerized, once again, by those Romans. Julius Caesar 
conquered the place, which Nero, of fiddling fame, later called home. 
During WWII, while building an air raid shelter, a fabulous trove of third- 
century mosaics were discovered, floors of villas now on view at the Ro- 
man Germanisches Museum aside Cathedral Square. 

Oh, that cathedral, largest in all Germany! Believers revere the relics 
of the Bible's Three Kings, whose skeletons, they say, are preserved in 
the golden casket on view. 

Just behind it, another treasure house, this one of vibrant modern 
art, banned by the Nazis as degenerate, but purchased discreetly by a 
wise collector who later donated it to the world's viewers: the largest 
collection of pop art in Europe and third-largest cache of Picassos. Old 
masters aren't forgotten, either: the Wallrat-Richartz Museum showcas- 
es Cologne's own artists of the 1500s (Albrecht Dürer among them). 

Time to go Dutch: at Kinderdijk 19 windmills from the 1700s pose 
like sentinels along the dikes. Docking in Amsterdam, we bid goodbye to 
fellow passengers and crew (bear hugs all around). To plan your voyage, 
visit www.VikingCruises.com. 


48 Hours in Amsterdam 


This is the city that comes to mind when you think “Old World 
charm.” I stayed on in the well-located INK Hotel, housed in a 
former newspaper office, bristling deliciously with cheeky snark 
amid its chic. From my window I gazed onto the gabled rooftops 
of tilting houses, huddling together for the past 300 years. Each 


of the city's 100 km. of canals, crossed via 1,500 bridges, boasts 
a similar streetscape of lace-curtained windows lush with gerani- 
ums and a lazy cat. As you walk these cobbled streets, a cantata of 
bike bells chimes around you. Perhaps it's the locals summoning 
you to the pub to join them for a glass of beer (hint: Heineken). 

If you're keen to visit the Big Three of Amsterdam's museums 
— the Rijksmuseum (Rembrandts!), Van Gogh, and Anne Frank 
House — secure tickets online to bypass the impossible lines. 
This trip I let myself simply wander through the city's districts, 
from Red Light (tamed these days) to blue-collar-gone-posh 
Jordaan, stopping at flea markets (you never know) and shops 
with names like Suspenders and No Boys Allowed, amid pop-ups 
advising “buy now or cry later." 

Okay, I couldn't help myself; I had to visit my favorite muse- 
ums after all: the collection of Jewish synagogues (they escaped 
destruction, though their congregations didn't); the Resistance 
Museum, documenting how ordinary people (teenagers to 
priests, milkmen to aldermen) sabotaged the Nazis. New to me: 
FOAM, showcasing photography, presently the shots Chinese 
dissident Ai Weiwei took while under house arrests. And the tiny 
gem that's the Museum of Bags and Purses, art and social his- 
tory combined. 

Get your bearings via an hour-long canal boat tour, then make 
plans to come back soon by visiting www.iamsterdam.com. Cel- 
ebrate the place where gay marriage has been legal since 2001, 
the first in Europe. B 
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Catering by Al Vento 


Have your next event at Al Vento or 
bring Italian to the table at your next 
event. For pricing or booking contact 
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Romantic DINING 
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Where should we go? What are you іп the mood for? What 
about that one place? Are they still open? Do they even take res- 
ervations? Do you think they'll have anything available? Did we 
wait too long? These are but a few of the likely questions you and 
your significant other find yourselves asking each year at just 
about this time. Valentine's Day is right around the corner and, 
let's be honest, a dinner date for two is still the best way to say, “I 
love you." At least if you live in my house. 

A romantic night out, for Valentine's or really any other time 
of year, means different things to different people. Obviously. But 
it can also mean different things to the same people, depending 
on the year, the particular chapter of the relationship, or just your 
peculiar mood on the day itself. Some years you want to don your 
Sunday best and spare no expense. Other years, jeans and burg- 
ers at a dive bar hit the spot. Maybe you're both ramen-crazy and 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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WELCOMES 
YOU 


AC HOTEL MINNEAPOLIS DOWN- 
TOWN PROVIDES A UNIQUE 
PERSPECTIVE TO YOUR URBAN 
TRAVEL EXPERIENCE WITH: 


* Modern guest rooms that are stylish warm, 
tactile and harmonious 


* AC Lounge, featuring the AC Hotels' Signature 
Gintonic and tapas styled snacks, small plates, 
and desserts 


* AC Kitchen, serving a fresh European- 
influenced breakfast 


401 HENNEPIN AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 

(612) 338-0700 
WWW.MARRIOTT.COM/MSPAR 
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DINING 


exploring the latest pop-up noodle place is on your bucket list. 

Whatever your mood or state of coupledom, the Twin Cities 
is blessed with options. Ample, solid options. Yes, occasionally 
my partner and I will stare blankly at one another, unable to of- 
fer any ideas for our annual diner à deux. More often than not, 
however, it doesn't take long before we're rattling off possibili- 
ties and our problem then becomes just how to narrow down a 
big fat list of great ideas. 

Whether it's feast or famine in the ideas department, worry 
thee not. If you've made it this far, you know I'm going to make 
your job super easy this year by giving you four sure-fire op- 
tions guaranteed to suit most any mood or arrangement. Feel 
free to return the favor. I'm always looking for new ideas. 

Side note: some of the restaurants listed below may have 
special menus for Valentine's Day. If that's your thing, feel free 
to ask when making a reservation or when you arrive. I’m not a 
particular fan of special menus that limit my selfish appetite, so 
I'm including four restaurants I know stand fully on their own, 
holiday special or not. 


Meritage 


NIGHTHAWKS 
3753 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
www.nighthawksmpls.com 

I was sad when Shorty «с Wags Original Chicken and Ribs on 
Nicollet and 38th closed. For a hot second. That is, until Night- 
hawks opened. This self-described “post-modern take on the 
urban American diner” packs a perfect half-casual punch. And 
one of the best double cheeseburgers in town. We're talking 
Beef-Con 4 burger here, people. Rival only to the storied Parlour 
burger. Yeah, it’s that good. And just the kind of place you can 
take a first date or your old ball and chain of two or 20 years. 


MERITAGE 
410 St. Peter St., St. Paul 
www.meritage-stp.com 

I gave you this recommendation last year and, because we 
still count this as one of our most memorable dinners ever, I’m 
giving it to you again. If you’re an old-fashioned romantic (or 
dating one) who'd love nothing more than to spend Valentine's 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Comfort Food 
Dine In: Take Out: Delivery 


PIZZA & PASTA 
GOOD FOR ALL SEASONS 


HAPPY 
Bp 
eeno's HOURS 
dak раке E 4:00-6:00Рм 
pe = 8:00-10:00PM 
PLS 
55 CHICAGO AVE. S. M 
ji 612-825-6827 
www.jakeenos.com 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 
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Prestwick Golf Club invites you and your 


ж 
guests to come and see what we have to offer! 
REST \,( ICK Our Banquet Facilities can accommodate anyone's special event, 


GOLF CLUB including: Weddings, Business Meetings, Sporting Banquets, and more! 


WWW.PRESTWICK.COM 


PRESTWICK GOLF CLUB | 9555 WEDGEWOOD DRIVE | WOODBURY, MN 55125 | PRO SHOP: 651-731-4779 | RESTAURANT: 651-294-3160 


D'AMICO 
CATERING 


Imaginative Cuisine Impeccable Service 


Intriguing Venues Impressed Guests 


Calhoun Beach Club International Market Square Minneapolis Institute of Art 


Mill City Museum McNamara Alumni Center Minnesota History Center 


Sovereign Estate Winery Metropolitan Ballroom Loring Social 


Pique Travel Design сако 


"Best Caterer" "Best Caterer" "Best Venue" 
MINNESOTA BRIDE MINNESOTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS MINNESOTA BRIDE 
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Romantic DINING 


Day at a beautiful little restaurant in Paris, but don’t have the 
necessary swagger (or bank account) to pull it off, head no 
farther than downtown St. Paul to Meritage. The ambience, 
surroundings and, of course, food will transport you a lot more 
economically than a flight to Charles de Gaulle. And if you're 
worried French cuisine is too complicated or stuffy, fear not. 
The food is simple, accessible, and totally satisfying. Pay spe- 
cial attention to the moules frites and oysters Meritage. Our 
first visit, was for an anniversary dinner and we still count that 
meal as one of our best. Ever. 


UPTON 43 
4312 S Upton Ave., Minneapolis 
www.upton43.com 

Classic, classy, warm, while buttoned up. There’s a reason 
Upton 43 is on everybody’s radar. And on top 10 restaurants in 
the Twin Cities lists. If you’re looking for adventure in the safety 
of your own back yard, cozy up in the hearth of this Linden Hills 
hideaway. The creativity is at once jaw-dropping and lip-smack- 
ing. You and your date will explore familiar favorites through 
playful techniques and presentations. I’ve never heard from any- 
one who didn’t have a story to tell about their meal at Upton 43. 


HANDSOME HOG 
203 6th St. E., St. Paul 
www.handsomehog.com 

Minneapolitans are rarely willing to cross the river for any 
reason, but this Minneapolitan (and former Texan) does so glad- 
ly for a heaping helping of fine contemporary Southern cook- 
ing. Brisket and ribs are near religion where I come from and 
Handsome Hog will take you to church. You won’t have to wear 
your Sunday best, though, as the mood and ambience is casual 
and gregarious. Special note: if you and your date are pig people 
(as in, the thought of pork belly puts a little pep in your step), 
don’t hesitate to order the whole roasted pork jowl as an appe- 
tizer. It stopped our dinner dead in its tracks. We sat dumb with 
a mouthful of the most wonderful, unctuous pork, staring into 
each other's eyes wondering how we'd ever put such porcine 
perfection to words. Impossible. Just go. Trust me. 

That was easy! Now you're armed with four perfectly good 
ideas for Valentine’s Day dinner. Truthfully, these recommenda- 
tions would be perfect all year long. I don’t want to hear any carping 
the next time Valentine's Day rolls around and you're at a loss. Ac- 
tually, feel free to carp because I'm happy to keep giving you ideas. 
Your needing ideas means I get to eat more menus. Lucky us! B 


Handsome Hog 
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AGGRESSIVE 
WINE SALE 


THE DATE IS THE DISCOUNT ON NON-SALE WINE. 


For example 31% Off non-sale wine on January 31.” 
*Not valid on green tag/sale prices items, coupon items, and/or with 
> other promotions. While supplies last. Sale ends January 31, 2017. 


FERRARI-CARANO 
Fume Blanc 750m! 


2070 J 
ТИР РІС 
g n TITO'S 
| | Vodka Liter 
201 Washington Ave North Minneapolis 


612.767.8855 © RedRabbitMN.com 


MERCURY 
BLUE MOON 
| Belgian White flle 
Breakfast - Lunch - Happy Hour - Dinner - Late Night қ = І2рк bottles/cans 


| 
(AGA WE DELIVER! 


(© CALL 612-871-2500 FOR DETAILS 


lakeside 


505 Marquette Ave. WINE 
Minneapolis, Minnesota +SPIRITS 
612-728-1111 MercuryMPLS.com 1916 W. Wayzata Blvd | Long Lake, MN 55356 


Lakesidewineandspirits.com 
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иа ДЕ DINING 


ВҮ 5НАМЕ ІМЕСК 


quors апа Lakeside Wine & Spirits, suggests starting your 
journey by trying a variety of wines. "If you're getting into 


Wine. We drink it, we bond over it, we bring it to par- 
ties, we sip it alone after a long day. We don't need science 


Photo courtesy of bigstock.com/ karandaev 


to tell us a well-chilled glass of good Champagne is a sin- 
gular delight, but beyond that, the expansive wine aisle 
can be a bit of a conundrum. The rows of labels, growing 
regions, grape varietals, red versus white; it can all be a bit 
daunting. But it doesn't have to be. 

Bryan Keeler, the general manager of Lowry Hill Li- 
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wine, there are plenty of wines that are inexpensive that are 
very good introductions," he says, before adding: “Don’t let 
the labels or foreign countries scare you. It may look like 
a lot of writing on a label, but it's just how that country cat- 
egorizes things. Ask somebody at the store if they have any 
suggestions and be open to trying something new." 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 => 


Locally owned and operated, 

(She Ж РД has been THE 
spot for food & fun in the Twin Cities 
for over 50 years. Great for groups 
and fun for all ages! Party and 
Meeting Rooms available. Call today 
to book your event! 


* Corporate Functions AVAILABLE FOR ` 


А e^ а : MES 
Кеп ЕЁ. ANS; Р ; 
"BUY $50 IN GIET CERTIFICATES, 
GET $10 FOR YOURSELE. 


SAWATDEE MINNEAPOLIS — SAWATDEE MAPLE GROVE e Bowling Parties for Kids ; - a 
607 Washington Ave. 5 7885 Main Street " l PRIVATE EVEN TS 1 
612.338.6451 763.494.5708 (& kids at heart!) 


SawarDEE Sr. PAUL SAWATDEE EDEN PRAIRIE * Sporting Events 
486 Robert Street N 13300 Technology Drive 


ON SUNDAYS! 


Tec ) 
651.528.7106 952.641.5777 e Family Gatherings 
• All Occasion Gatherings 
Please call 952-929-6810 for 


more information. Find us 
online parktavern.net 


WWNW.SAWATDEE.COM 


WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 
(612) 379-3028 
WWW.ELEMENTPIZZA.COM 


Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. 
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When suggesting wines to people who haven’t explored 
their tastes of pinot noir versus Bordeaux, Keeler usually sug- 
gests beginning with white zinfandel or riesling and then ex- 
pand to other varietals depending on their tastes. “It’s better to 
start light and work your way up to heavy and work your way 
up on the dryness scale so it’s not too alarming at first,” Keeler 
says. “And then in reds, a really good place to start is a Beaujo- 
lais, just a middle-of-the-road Beaujolais around 10 to 15 bucks 
and see if you like that and then move your way from there.” 

Jack Farrell, the owner and CEO of Haskell's, says the best 
thing to do is find a wine merchant who you trust, someone 
whose opinions you value, and make sure the merchant offers 
a large selection of wines from which to choose. “You don’t 
want a store that has a wine selection that’s 10 feet long,” he 
laughs. “You want a good selection and you want someone who, 
after a few times, begins to know what you like and will look for 
things for you that he thinks you might enjoy. Everyone’s taste- 
buds are different. If you like to drink sherry with spaghetti, 
go ahead. I think it’s a terrible combination, but bear in mind, 
you don’t please anybody but yourself with your taste.” 

According to Farrell, the best thing anyone interested in 
wine can do is to start keeping a notebook to keep track of your 
thoughts: when you taste a wine, write down what you did or 
did not enjoy about it. He says, “I guarantee by the time you’ve 
written down things after a few bottles you’re going to be in- 
credibly knowledgable about wine. A lot of wine buffs have 
their own vocabulary, but that isn’t necessary either. You want 
to drink what you like, the criteria there is your own tastebuds. 
Price has nothing to do with it.” 

In fact, Farrell disputes the notion that good wine has to 
be expensive, arguing that some costly bottles wouldn’t appeal 
to the average person’s tastebuds. Instead of judging a bottle 
on its pricetag, Farrell explains the five things to look for in a 
wine: clarity (can you see through it, or is it cloudy?), aroma, 
bouquet (does it smell like its particular varietal?), taste, and 
aftertaste. He draws special attention to the olfactory senses 
required in determining a nice wine. 

“The tongue and the mouth can only determine sweet, 
sour, bitter, and salty,” he says. “The nose can distinguish 
about 60,000 different things. The nose is very important in 
wine, and that’s why people never fill a wine glass all the way 
up. You want to leave a little air space at the top of the glass so 
that you can get the aroma and bouquet of the wine; that’s very, 
very important when you're talking about wine. When all five 
of those things are in balance, the wine is just fine." 

Following your own tastebuds applies to food pairings as 


ke 


well. Determining which wine to serve with a romantic meal is 
no cause for stress, but Keeler encourages thinking outside of 
the red meat-red wine, white meat-white wine box. “It’s hard to 
say that it’s common sense, because it’s kind of like the Ameri- 
can and English language: it kind of follows the pattern, but 
there’s weird rules here and there,” he jokes. “Any food, for 
the most part, you can find a red and you can find a white (and 
probably a rosé if not a sparkling) for it. Not all red wine is 
aged in barrels, so if they used cement or stainless steel, it 
brings out more fruit and it’s more of a fresh wine and that 
could go really well with lighter foods.” 

The best guidance in terms of food is to go by the spices 
and method of preparation. A beef dinner with a heavy sauce 
might find its ideal partner in a red wine, yet Farrell would 
just as likely pair a Burgundy or pinot noir with a roasted 
chicken. This is in comparison to his recommendation for a 
white wine like chardonnay with a chicken dish that utilizes 
a white cream sauce. 

“Primarily the spices and how it’s prepared call for the wine 
type, not necessarily what the meat is,” Farrell says. “But then 
there are some things that are just a perfect marriage. Anything 
with barbecue sauce, try with an Argentinian malbec. Malbec 
just seems to go with that hot-sweet sauce, the marriage is 
there. Another simple marriage, and easy to try, is take a sip 
of Champagne and a bite of a potato chip. The Lord made them 
to go together, it’s a match made in heaven (no pun intended), 
because Champagne complements any kind of salty food.” 

Not usually paired with meals during the colder months, 
rosés are finding their stride in many circles. For winos that 
follow trends, the selection is ripe right now for rosés. For 
Farrell, rosé wines have never fallen out of favor, but it seems 
many drinkers are rediscovering the old favorite. “Rosé is hot,” 
he says. “Tavel is a marvelous rosé, and in my opinion, Tavel is 
the rosé for red wine drinkers; it is really one of the best there 
are. Rosés are just on fire. It wasn't too long ago that if we had 
10 rosés, we had a lot, but today we must have 60 of them." 

Keeler agrees, saying customers at Lowry Hill bought 
more rosé than he ever expected in the last year. But he is also 
noticing some interesting buying trends. “People are trying to 
find some new things, and we don't necessarily know what cat- 
egory it's going to be but it's all over the place," he says. "Some 
of the off-varietals like syrah or petite syrah or these random 
varietals that people have never tried. They're a lot more open 
to some of the foreign wines. People usually, especially during 
tough economic times, want to stick to what they know, and 
now they're willing to explore and see what else is out there." ш 
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Follow us on 


Lavender Magazine laymag · Jul 10 | = 
Е Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) ч, 
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More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 
ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/PsOXj (by @ShLueck) 
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Lavender Magazine @laymag · Jul 10 
ШЫҢ it's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot 
spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by GJoyEstelle) 
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HAPPY HOUR DRINK SPECIALS 
MON-FRI 230-6PM, 
SUN: 9PM - CLOSE 


LATE NIGHT FOOD SPECIALS: 
MON - SAT: 10PM-MIDNIGHT 


ICEHOUSE 


MPLS. MINN 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * MINNEAPOLIS 
612.276.6523 


OPEN FOR LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT. 
MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


а AAN 


Available on the 


App Store 


HABITATION 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 
Visit our retail store: M, W, Th, F & Sat 10am-7pm or Sun 12-5pm Closed on Tuesdays 
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LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


PHOTOS BY ANDREW BERTKE 


Looking Back, Looking Ahead 


Before 2016 recedes too far in the rearview mirror, here are a few notewor- 
thy leather happenings from the last months of last year. 

At the conclusion of the Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2017 contest, left to right: L. 
Russell Waisanen (Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2016), Teddy Covey, Eric *Pup Ome- 
ga" Stafford (Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2017), Dick Salami, and Mike Sletten. 
Photo by Andrew Bertke. 

Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2017: Eric “Pup Omega" Stafford gained the Mr. Min- 
neapolis Eagle 2017 title on Saturday evening, Nov. 12, 2016. The contest was held 
at (where else?) the eagleBOLT bar. The place was packed, with many former Mr. 
Minneapolis Eagles on hand to welcome the newest member of their brotherhood. 

Many other local and out-of-town current and former leather titleholders also 
were there for the contest, so many that they wouldn't all fit on the stage at once. 

Also competing for the Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2017 title were Mike Sletten, 
Dick Salami, and Teddy Covey, all of whom can be very proud of how they han- 
dled themselves as contestants. 

Stafford, the new Mr. Minneapolis Eagle, will compete in the International Mr. 
Leather contest May 25-29, 2017 (Memorial Day weekend) in Chicago. 

At Kinky Squares, the afternoon's second set of leather celebrities. Front 
row: Sue Olson, Pup Bruizer, and Ryan Brown; middle row: Derek Harley, Ste- 
ven Patton, and PJ Knight; back row: Mikalya Stanek, Sam Carlisle, and Marc 
DeBauch. Photo by Andrew Bertke. 

Kinky Squares: Minnesota Leather Pride presented Kinky Squares, an 
afternoon of fun and fundraising for charity, on Saturday afternoon, Nov. 19, 
2016, at The Saloon. After the past two years of "Leather Families Feuding 
for Charity," this year the event's organizers chose another well-known game 
show to kink-ify. 

Three sets of nine (or, in one instance, ten) leather celebrities populated 
a three-by-three tic-tac-toe matrix on the stage, and six teams (Minnesota 
Leathersex Project, Knights of Leather, North Star Kennel Club, DS Minne- 
sota, Twin Cities Leather, and Atons) played for their designated charities in a 
tournament-style elimination. 

Your humble columnist was the afternoon’s master of ceremonies, which 
meant I got to ask questions such as “What fictional species has to have sex ev- 
ery seven years?" (answer: Vulcan) and “In Australia, if you've got a stubbie, what 
might you be holding?" (answer: a 750ml bottle of beer). 

The winning team for the afternoon was Twin Cities Leather (playing for 
YouthLink, “helping young people move from homeless to hopeful"), but that 
team graciously split their winnings equally with the second-place team, North 
Star Kennel Club (playing for Secondhand Hounds, an animal rescue organiza- 
tion based in Eden Prairie). 

At The Nightmare of Christmas, members of the Atons of Minneapolis sur- 
round Kinky Santa. Photo by Andrew Bertke. 

The Nightmare of Christmas: The Atons of Minneapolis presented The Night- 
mare of Christmas, this year's version of their annual holiday fundraiser, on Sat- 
urday evening, Dec. 10, 2016, at The Saloon. The evening, co-chaired by Steven 
Patton and Karri Plowman (two Atons associate members), was a lighthearted 
look at the twisted side of the holidays. Plowman told me that he and Patton tried 
to create a social atmosphere that encouraged mingling and chatting. 

There were, of course, photos with Kinky Santa, but in addition, Mrs. Claus 
presented a bondage demo and Krampus was on hand to do some flogging. 
There was a (human) puppy petting zoo, raffles for prizes, and festive kinky 
games. Event attendees were encouraged to bring supplies for St. Stephen's 
Street Outreach Program and half the evening's proceeds benefited YouthLink. 

Now, a look ahead: The Mr. Twin Cities Leather contest, including Kink 
U, is coming up Feb. 17-19 (Presidents' Day weekend). Visit www.twincities- 
leather.com/tcl-weekend-2017 for details. 


At the conclusion of the Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2017 contest, left to right: 
L. Russell Waisanen (Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2016), Teddy Covey, Eric "Pup 
Omega" Stafford (Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2017), Dick Salami, and Mike Sletten. 


At Kinky Squares, the afternoon's second set of leather celebrities. Front 
row: Sue Olson, Pup Bruizer, and Ryan Brown; middle row: Derek Harley, 
Steven Patton, and PJ Knight; back row: Mikalya Stanek, Sam Carlisle, and 
Marc DeBauch. 


At The Nightmare of Christmas, members of the Atons of Minneapolis 
surround Kinky Santa. 


341 LAVENDER | JANUARY 19-FEBRUARY 1, 2017 


COFFEE KR 
ior тт. ү] » > қ ” "12 ч а 
WITHOUT Or ans Eye Clinic 
CAFFEINE 56 J ps = 
IS LIKE For Health. For Vision. For Life. 
A A. 
7 A 100% GLBT-owned eye clinic with a doctor you can j 
с : SEA trust for ALL your eye care needs: 
Nu ам \ WITHOUT * Unique, trendy glasses 
\ REA * Eye emergencies 
Тип Citie ‘ LEAT Е. * Eye diseases such as glaucoma and macular degeneration: = 
L e ath er * Annual eye examinations 
i a * Contact lens fittings d 
AT & la 1 n ta Беа de 3 * Experts in eye health and nutrition Dr. David Bane = 
S ‚ 0 612-869-1333 » originseyeclinic.com 
www.twincitiesleather.com 6601 Lyndale Ave S, Suite #160 » Richfield, MN55423 ee’ 


zi ШЕ 
Е a] гел Ww 


Your Floral Design Specialists! 
PRI D E PAG E S Special Events * Weddings * Funerals « Deliveries 
2017 DIRECTORY 


Wire Service Available! 
LAVENDERPRIDEPAGES.COM 


WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


SELECT/surfaces 


EXCELLENCE IN SURFACING 


FREE - 


standard tear out 
when you purchase 
CAMBRIA kitchen 
countertops. 

Up to $400 Value! 


f 


Facial Plastic Surgery 


individual beauty 


| Bryan М. Rolfes, MD 
Facial Plastic Surgeon 


Female Feminization Surgery 


Hair Restoration 
Dermal Fillers 
BOTOX® 


CAMBRIA 


952-767-9929 


935 Wayzata Bivd E, Suite 200 
Wayzata, ММ 55391 | omnifps.com 


LIVE ELEGANT 
SELECT SUREAGES COM 
2800 FAIRVIEW AVE. М. | ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | 651-483-1576 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


CAUSES | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Interview with 


ROXANNE 
ANDERSON, 


Honored Trans and Racial 

Justice Activist on Trump, 

Bathroom Policy, ana the 
Lavender Community 


You know Roxanne Anderson as last year's Grand Marshal for Twin 
Cities Pride. That honor signified a culmination of an activist life for 
queer and racial justice. Known for steering work groups on trans inclu- 
sion for the Minneapolis City Council and the Children's Theatre Com- 
pany, Roxanne's other achievements include the position of trans and 
racial justice director for OutFront Minnesota, lead consultant for RoxA 
Consulting, co-owner of Cafe SouthSide, board chair of the Minnesota 
Transgender Health Coalition, program director for Trans Youth Sup- 
port Network (TYSN), and co-founder/director of RARE Productions. 
This is in addition to serving as a co-host on KFAI radio's long running 
Fresh Fruit program. 

Roxanne shared some thoughts recently about upcoming issues on 
the horizon as we look at a new political landscape in 2017. 


John Townsend: There has been an unsettled feeling about the 
election, not just about Donald Trump, but also about Republi- 
cans sweeping Congress and so many state legislatures. What are 
your thoughts and feelings about how we come to grips with that? 

Roxanne Anderson: I wholeheartedly agree there is an unsettled 
feeling. Folks have no idea what we are in store for and that is scary. 
Moreover, I think a lot of people do not realize what it fully implicates 
that we would elect someone who is not at all presidential. This is a per- 
son who has disrespected most folks we consider marginalized: women, 
queer folks, people of color. He has literally threatened to take most of 
what the Obama administration put in place and he was disrespectful to 
our current president from the very beginning of his presidency. 

The sweep of Congress as well as state legislatures sends a clear mes- 
sage to all those folks. His recent request for those working on climate 
change amplifies that message. If you are not rich, white, straight, male, 
and on his side you are against him, which means for most of us, for my 


communities, it means that we will be targets, subject to those in power 
in a way we haven't seen in a long time. 

Ithink the unsettling feeling for some is the realization of what we as 
a nation have done. A realization that Trump may take over our govern- 
ment in a way we are not ready for, that he has no experience, no train- 
ing in politics and has never held any elected office. One clear example 
is how he has already cost us millions of dollars in security measures 
because he refuses to follow presidential procedure and the advice of the 
Secret Service and he hasn't even taken office yet. I think we come to 
grips by organizing, covering our bases, knowing the resources we have, 
building our networks, and avoiding the instinct to turn in, isolate, and 
not connect with our communities. 


JT: We may well be going into a very divided public debate on 
the trans bathroom controversy on both the state level and na- 
tionally. What thoughts and suggestions do you have on how the 
GLBT community can win over skeptics? Are there any particular 
forces we need to be aware of? 

RA: The arguments are the same: single-stall bathrooms do not need 
to be gendered. Trans folks are far more “at risk" in bathrooms than 
anyone else. All folks have a right to use the bathroom of the gender 
they identify as. 


JT: I got a lot of positive feedback on the Children's Theatre 
trans-inclusion article. You were central to that. Are you lining up 
other organizations to participate in the training for this? 

RA: I would love other folks to be part of sharing the knowledge. 
Education is the key to change. The more folks know about issues that 
affect others, the less divided we are. I am available and willing to work 
with those who (want to understand) inclusion as the answer. 
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JT: A lot of people in the queer com- 
munity feel that we have not been as at- 
tentive to what Chelsea Manning has been 
through. What are you thoughts on this? 

RA: I think Chelsea Manning is really 
not that different from any trans woman 
held in a men's correctional facility. Not 
safe. Period. CeCe McDonald said, “Pris- 
ons are not safe for anyone.” I don’t think 
we as а “GLBT” community are attentive 
when any trans folks are incarcerated. 
Look when our very own CeCe McDonald 
was held, charged, and subsequently incar- 
cerated after a vicious transphobic and rac- 
ist attack; we did nothing as a community. 
Folks that “act as our representatives” ac- 
tually balked at helping, by wondering the 
level of guilt, by not standing with her from 
the start, by questioning her character, by 
not marching on the jail and (Hennepin 
County Attorney) Mike Freeman from day 
one. We should have demanded her re- 
lease immediately. Every queer person in 
Minnesota should have held our system ac- 
countable for the egregious and aggressive 
attack of CeCe and her friends. We should 
have, we could have, but we didn’t, we — 
the larger community — stood silent and 
allowed racism and transphobia to prevail. 
Only a small vigilant group stood with her 
from day one. The Free CeCe Committee 
was mostly individuals connected to TYSN 
(Trans Youth Support Network), MTHC 
(Minnesota Transgender Health Coali- 
tion), Youthline, and the GLBT Host Home 
program; all underfunded programs serv- 
ing predominately queer and trans folks of 
color, that wrote letters that started a media 
campaign that incited artists and activists 
all over the world to demand her release, 
that pushed her legal team and connected 
with and visited CeCe. Not Lavender, not 
OutFront, not RHI (Rainbow Health Initia- 
tive), or PFund, PHS (Program in Human 
Sexuality at the University of Minnesota); 
not one issued a press release from these 
agencies in support of CeCe or charging 
the system with failure. 

There is no doubt the criminal justice 
system needs to change. The system is 
built in patriarchy, on the foundation of rac- 
ism and white supremacy. It works very 
well for the white male who conforms to 
it. Chelsea Manning therefore falls outside 
of the system not made for women, poor 
folks, and people of color. There is also no 
doubt that the larger LGBT community has 
to change. We must pull together, center- 
ing the most marginalized among us: trans, 
queer, and GNC (gender non-conforming) 
people of color. B 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


201 / Volvo S90 


There is something about a luxury sedan. 

The elegance is above par compared to 
mere sedans of the same size and heft. The 
styling is a cut above what is seen out on the 
roads. The amenities coddle you inside from 
bespoke audio systems to creature comforts. It 
is also a technological feast, with the latest and 
greatest gadgets, right down to those that can 
save your life in an accident. 

Volvo has been in the luxury sedan business 
since 1969. 'The 164 was more than just a mere 
144 sedan with an elegant front end. It sported 
Volvo's first six-cylinder engine and offered leath- 
er seating and simulated woodgrain accents. It 
would be the step up into a segment that is rela- 
tively new to American buyers. The 264 followed 
in 1975, following the same convention as before, 
with its better quality interior and six-cylinder 
power. This time, it was the troublesome Douvrin 
V6 it shared with Peugeot and Renault. 

Where I come in was the 700 Series. It was the 
first Volvo I ever drove, being it was the largest 
Volvo built at the time. The 740 and 760 models 
showed off a more contemporary, but boxy, de- 
sign. It offered more amenities than the 164 and 
264, as it aspired to match up with the German 
and American luxury brands. Instead of just of 
fering a six-cylinder model, the 740 came with a 
naturally aspirated and a turbocharged version of 
the four-cylinder “redblock.” I had the chance to 
drive a 1985 740 GLE as a rental over one Thanks- 
giving. I thought it was one of the finest cars I had 
ever driven. It was absolutely gorgeous and drove 
exceptionally well. Then again, I was some work- 


ing class stiff with a 1974 Ford Mustang II that 
was always on the verge of falling apart. 

The legacy of the big luxury Volvo contin- 
ued with every generation. The S80 was the 
last car to occupy this spot. It offered V8 power, 
something desirable by Volvo enthusiasts. This 
tradition continues with an all-new sedan. From 
a single look at the 2017 Volvo S90, its tradition 
of big Swedish sedans is definitely in place. 

This car has its intentions stated clearly. It is 
executive transport. The size of the S90 equals 
those of other flagship sedans of its price 
range, which should create a fair comparison 
between them. To say the S90 is “big” is rela- 
tive, especially when there are others cars that 
offer more presence and attitude. You can get 
that in an S90, at least when you get into the 
Inscription model like the one we tested here. 

The S90's presence begins with a tauter 
version of the XC90's front end. It is lower, 
sleeker, and features a scalloped upright grille 
at its most prominent point. The Thor hammer 
headlamps flank this prominent grille, finish- 
ing a very contemporary, three-dimensional 
look that should be distinctive for everyone to 
identify upon first glance. 

'The contemporary, three-dimensional look 
continues with a distinctive roofline and side 
glasshouse, a multi-dimensional side design 
and rear end. Some have criticized the tail- 
lights, as they break from Volvo norms. I beg 
to differ, as it remains quite distinctive and easy 
to recognize from afar. 

This T6 Inscription AWD tester came 


with large and nicely finished 20-inch wheels. 
Chrome trim is worn down on the lower body, 
setting off this Mussel Blue Metallic paint job 
that is the S90's signature hue. 

Stepping inside, you experience what is per- 
haps one of the finest cabins in the business. 
Volvo wanted to exude luxury in its latest itera- 
tion of their big sedan and executed it with a 
unique and exquisite blonde/charcoal cabin, 
set with real linear walnut wood inlays. The 
instrumentation is a full TFT screen that can 
be customized for pertinent driver and vehicle 
information. Every switch, stalk, and knob has 
been redesigned for the 90-Series vehicles (XC 
SUV, S sedan and the upcoming V wagon), all 
are right to the touch and operation. 

In the center is a tablet-sized screen that 
controls everything from climate control to ad- 
ditional seat adjustments to the Sensus infotain- 
ment suite. There are plenty of screens to navi- 
gate in the S90, but there is a learning curve. 
Once you got the setups down, it is rather easy 
to manage. Below, there are a few controls for 
climate and other vehicle systems, as well as 
some controls on the center console. The igni- 
tion switch is now on the center console, which 
is controlled similar to a knob. 

Front seating offers a lot of adjustments but 
also fantastic support and comfort. There are 
power-operated controls for rake, recline, lum- 
bar, seat cushion extension, and bolsters. These 
seats can be heated or cooled, along with a mas- 
sage function. Because it is a large executive 
sedan, expect rear seat room to be accommodat- 
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RIDE REVIEW 


ing. As a tall person, I found good headroom and 
legroom in the back. The rear seats are quite 
comfortable, too. The trunk capacity is only 13.5 
cubic feet, which has a deep midsection cut off 
by the wheel wells. 

Sensus drives a vast suite of infotainment op- 
tions for the S90. In this Inscription model, there is 
a navigation system, Bluetooth connectivity, HD 
Radio and SiriusXM. Apple CarPlay is compatible 
for this model, too, only connected through the 
USB port. If you want the finest audio speaker 
setup in any sedan, select the Bowers & Wilkins 
option. It is not the number of speakers on board 
this S90, but the way it delivers sound through- 
out the cabin. To enhance the Bowers & Wilkins 
experience, there are three additional settings to 
create a sound reminiscent of a recording studio 
or a concert hall, for example. 

A peek under the hood will find the latest 
family of Volvo Drive-E engines. The T5 engine 
offers only turbocharging for its 250-horse- 
power 2.0-liter, four-cylinder engine, the T6 in 
our tester adds a supercharger to the mix. In 
total, the T6 engine offers 316 horsepower of 
pure performance. An 8-speed automatic trans- 
mission sends power from the Drive-E engine 
through its all-wheel drive system in this In- 
scription model. The engine itself is familiar to 
Lavender readers, as it appeared on most of our 
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Volvo subjects over the past two years. How- 
ever, the S90 offers a more powerful version 
of the T6 engine and it shows its strength with 
smooth shift delivery and nominal lag from 
both engine boost elements. 

As for fuel economy, the S90 T6 Inscription 
AWD turned an average of 23.3 MPG. 

Ride quality is superb, offering a balance be- 
tween stability and smoothness. You can adjust 
the Drive Mode for a firmer ride in Dynamic 
mode, but most S90 owners would prefer the 
luxury of Comfort or Eco mode. Through the 
curves, the S90 is poised without yielding to 
lean or roll. Push it hard and a bit of roll will ap- 
pear in Comfort and Eco modes. That behavior 
gets eliminated in Dynamic mode, as it attacks 
cloverleafs and tight curves by going near-flat 
through them. Even with 20-inch wheels and 
tires, the S90 still feels superb on the road. 

The high praise continues with the steering 
system. On-center feel is terrific, even better in 
Dynamic mode and with the active safety fea- 
tures in action. Turning is direct with nominal 
lock-to-lock action. The brakes are also good, 
offering great stopping power and pedal re- 
sponse. In both normal and panic situations, 
the S90's braking system did a superb job in 
keeping the car in place. 

In terms of active safety features, Volvo of- 


JIN DAY 


fers the latest from its IntelliSafe suite of driver 
assistance technologies on the S90. These fea- 
tures include the Pilot Assist suite that takes 
complete control of the steering, braking, and 
acceleration when the situation counts for it. 
There is Park Assist, Blind Spot Information 
System, City Safety, and Large Animal Detec- 
tion technologies included on the S90. The Sen- 
sus screen also acts as a rearview camera with 
cross traffic alert, when reverse is selected. 

The S90 offers a range of four models to 
choose from. Pricing starts at $46,950 for a T5 
Momentum model with front-wheel drive. Our 
well-equipped T6 Inscription AWD tester came 
with a sticker price of $66,365. 

In all, the 2017 Volvo S90 is a superb automo- 
bile befitting of its position as the latest in a line 
of big sedans for the brand. It certainly earned 
its place among some of the best cars available in 
the marketplace, even in the face of a new genera- 
tion of luxury sedans that are rivaling it. Among 
the S90's new rivals are the Cadillac CT6, Lincoln 
Continental, Genesis G80, and G90. 

For the Volvo's cause, the selling point for 
the S90 is to truly have something luxurious 
to drive around with exceptional quality and 
execution. Above all, this is truly the sedan to 
go for if you are lurking around the $50,000- 
75,000 premium car market. B 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Blank Slate 


I sit writing this on the day of my 60th birthday. 

God. I never thought I'd ever be this old. 

Coincidentally, I’m also two days away from leaving my position as 
the executive director of Call for Justice, LLC, a small nonprofit that 
helps low-income people connect with lawyers. I've held that gig for five 
years; in fact, I was the founding E.D. While it's certainly time for me to 
move on, leaving is also very bittersweet. 

What's next for me? 

A blank slate; yet another do-over for what will be the last leg of my 
career. This time, the restart is named Human Inspiration Works, LLC. 

As some know, ever since transitioning genders in 2009, I've spoken 
about what it means to be transgender via "Trans 101" presentations. 
Three years ago, I began developing a generalized diversity and inclu- 
sion training platform that builds on the reality that that there are rela- 
tively few Ellie Krugs running around, people who've gone from posi- 
tions of white male privilege to living as female and part of a heavily 
marginalized community. While that alone doesn't give me credentials, 
it does provide something else that is incredibly important: authenticity. 

Ifind that audiences crave authenticity in a speaker. It allows for con- 
nectivity to one's heart and mind. 

What's most exciting about this next chapter is that I alone will get to 
decide what happens; it is very much a tabula rasa. 

For sure, it goes without saying that ГЇЇ need to attract clients and 
do a good job. However, I will have no board of directors to report to 
or please; ГЇЇ not have a boss checking boxes on some nondescript cor- 
porate evaluation form; and most of all, ГЇЇ not have to play by someone 
else's silly rules. 

It's notthat I haven't earned this. I spent nearly 30 years as a civil trial 
attorney, and let me tell you, talk about rules. Rules of civil procedure; 
rules of evidence; ethics rules. That was on top of fighting with oppos- 
ing lawyers, and, sometimes, fighting with the clients as well. Throw in 
the stress of 18-hour trial days, and, wow, the trade-off between big six- 
figure salary and peace of mind sure made sense for me. 

My nonprofit executive director stint followed. While that permitted 
me great freedom to imagine and do things I love (like teaching about 
Minnesota's many legal resources), this too came with rules, like always 
needing to raise money. How tiring. 

Now, I'll get to do things my way. 

For the most part, this means using my imagination to create and 


craft meaningful trainings that challenge audience members to think dif- 
ferently about people who are “different” from “us.” I’ve already taken 
steps to trademark the name of one talk, Gray Area Thinking, and plan 
to trademark the titles of other trainings. 

More than that, I plan to conduct “community listening sessions" to 
better understand why much of America circled wagons this past elec- 
tion. Such listening will better inform me about how to fashion future 
inclusivity trainings that will touch not just a few, but many people. 

And, too, I plan to hop in the car and drive across the Midwest and 
South to speak in smaller cities and towns where GLBTQ "activists" (if a 
60-year-old transwoman can actually be called that) don't usually go. My 
goal is to remind everyone that we have far more in common than differ- 
ences; indeed, most of us are afraid of the very same things: change, the 
unknown, and the risk of physical or emotional violence. 

Does all of this sound incredibly naive? 

You betcha. 

But it's also quite idealistic. If there's only one thing to know about 
me, it's that I'm hopelessly idealistic, as in a King and Kennedy (Robert, 
the other assassinated brother) idealist. 

You see, I’m in pursuit of something that's gone missing in our coun- 
try: hope. I want to find hope and then share about it. Along a thousand 
miles, in front of ten thousand people, I want to share and spread hope, 
and if possible, even be hope. 

Lest you disagree, I know that real hope is out there; it has to be. I 
refuse to believe that a single man, even if he's got a yuge ego, could pos- 
sibly destroy all hope about what's good in America, in us. 

With the long slog ahead, hope is what will pull us through. Thus, my 
focus on that one critical commodity. 

As I wrote in this column last, I also believe in our collective resil- 
iency and grit. Everyone has both of these things, even if you don't think 
you do. In 2017 and beyond, we're sure going to need tap that stuff too. 

ГІ be here, doing my part. I promise. 

Call me, and ГЇЇ prove it. в 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, 
Honesty and Gender Change (2013]. She speaks and trains on diversity and 
inclusion topics; visit www.humaninspirationworks.com where you can also 
sign up for her newsletter. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(@ 
gmail.com. 
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COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


HELP WANTED 


ARE YOU AN ENTERTAINER, EROTIC 
DANCER, STRIPPER, OR GO-GO DANCER? 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
Anyone who has worked as an entertainer in 
a strip club or similar venue in Minneapolis 
in the last two years can participate! 
Complete an anonymous survey online about 
workplace conditions and receive a $20 
Amazon gift card for your time. 


Click here to take the survey: 
http://tinyurl.com/jxvpd2d 

For more information call/text: 

(612) 440-4SCR (4727) 

Or email SCresearchmpls(agmail.com 


This research study seeks to actively engage 
workers voices about their workplace. 
We want to understand what is working 
well for you and what challenges you 
may face. This study is being conducted 
by a team at the Urban Research and 
Outreach-Engagement Center (ОВОС) at the 
University of Minnesota. The survey will take 
approximately 20 minutes to complete. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, thecleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


OFFICIANTS 


Tony Del Регсіо,  Officiant/Celebrant. 
Creating personal & meaningful weddings, 
funerals, and other life celebrations. 
Spiritual or secular for all throughout the 
Twin Cities. Call Tony: (612) 385-3173 for 
more information. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis (a (612) 306-6323. 


Is day to day tension & stress making you 
a pain to be around? Let's work together 
to relieve your stress & achieve relaxation 
through massage. Reverent Massage by 
Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates & availability. 
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Select Surfaces 
Standard Heating & Air 
Conditioning .... 
Zen Windows.. 


Insurance 
Bartell, Dawn ................................ 8 


Jewelry 
Jewelry by Johan.. 


Scheherazade Jewelers 
Shane Со................. 
Wedding Day Diamonds. 


Legal 

Cloutier Law Offices. 
Heltzer Law Office... 
Jerry Burg, Attorney at Law......... 
Robichaud & Alcantara, PA.........9 


Media & Communications 

Radio К 770 sss 38 
Optical 

Origins Eye Сіїпіс...................... 35 
Pet Products & Services 
Downtown Dogs ........................... 4 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Ruzick, Amy & Johnson, Kay ......10. 


Restaurants 


Burger Moe's 
Element Wood Fire Pizz 
Icehouse 


Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta.. 
Blue Plate ...... 
Melting Pot, The.. 
Nicollet Diner. 
Milton’s...... 


Sawatdee Th 
WA. Frost and Company .. 


Travel & Accommodations 
AC Hotel... 
Afton House Inn 


Bluefin Bay on Lake Superior......21 
Discover St. Louis Park................ 23 


Wedding Resources 
Burbank Livingston Griggs 

S rep m —À 3 
The Commodore Bar & 

Restaurant. 
Dellwood Country Club.. 
Hotel 340 
Saint Paul Athletic Club... 


Stout's Island Lodge .. «d 


The University Club of Saint Paul.. 3 


or sou 


„/// youll 
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iif ‚ 
А FREE to listen'and reply toads! 


Minneapolis: 
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them 
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(612) 294-9479 


www.megamates.com 18+ 


4 


Ph 


9 STORE LOCATIONS 
FantasyGifts.com 


м: 


VIBRATORS - PERSONAL TOYS - MASSAGE OILS 
LUBRICANTS • PARTY NOVELTIES - BOOKS 
LINGERIE SIZES SMALL—4X - ADULT DVDS 
SHOES SIZES 6—14 - AND SO MUCH MORE! 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


GUN SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
*Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN - 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


_ S 
(HAGENS 2222 ) 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 
(612) 460-7355 
Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com 
Thoughtful FinancialPlanning.com 


Objective advice instead of 
commission-based sales 
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PAINTERS EXTERIORS 


New TownExteriors.com | 952.220.4867 


EXCELLENCE IN ALL We Do For You 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Жуку 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


ошар 


construction inc. 


It's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN ` 
~ Roofing 
~ Siding 
~ Windows 


~ Remodeling 
~ Insulation 
_ Home Energy Efficiency 
CCALLUS 
612-383-SNAP (7627) 


www.snapconstruction.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


( Bos Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
С. Е. 


Pro Home Renovating 


612-205-5618 | 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 

Gay owned and operated since 1986. ® 


INSURANCE 


EAGLE SAGE ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com \ fj 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional COMMUNITY 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 > Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


THE NETWORK 


REAL ESTATE 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


Anita C. Hill 


Meeting your Twin City Metro 
real estate needs: single family, 
town homes, condos, lots, land. 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


“The Professional Service Messi ePi ЕБ 
and Results you Deserve” ББ Ыыы яе 


Jv. BURNET 
Могу сеје 


8 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 
mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


24 


Advertise your business іп 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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AT-LARGE | BY JOHN MARK 


Baby's 
First BUZZ 


Toward the end of the show, after a laser- 
fast costume change, we would run to wait 
behind the curtain at center stage. On a mu- 
sical cue, the drapes would open and a small 
circular spotlight would hit us. The harsh, 
bright light made us blind to the audience, 
but I could feel a buzz in my tummy as a sold- 
out concert hall of 1500 people would scream 
and applaud as we sang at the musical’s cli- 
max. It was the greatest high that a 10-year- 
old could feel and a moment that repeated 
for a three-week run of shows that forever 
changed my life. 

Three months earlier, callbacks featured 
about 20 to 30 kids sitting on the edge of 
the stage. A younger me looked around ner- 
vously. I didn’t recognize any of the other 
kids, the room, the building, or the adults 
speaking to me, a strange experience for any 
child. Under the pretense that I desperately 
wanted to be a child actor, my parents had 
dropped me off at auditions for University of 
Northwestern’s Sound of Music, which was 
in need of child actors to play the Von Trapp 
children opposite Northwestern undergrad 
and graduate actors. 

I got the part, but I had no idea how im- 
pactful the experience would be. The Sound 
of Music is about a family, and being a part of 
the production felt like being part of a fam- 
ily. Watching the university production come 
together was a huge learning experience for 
my fifth grade self. It built an awareness of 
the village it takes to put on a show, from the 
musicians in the pit to the set designers, the 
costumers, and the box office staff. As a mi- 
nor, I was assigned a handler to watch over 
me, help me with my six or seven costume 
changes, and make sure I didn’t wander off 


or crumble under the pressure of a sold-out 
1500 seat concert hall. Other than that, I was 
treated as a professional. 

Rehearsals were long, expectations were 
high, and I discovered I was capable of more 
than I could imagine. As a little kid, the rea- 
sonability of carrying a role in such a large 
production was empowering. It told me I had 
value, I had talent, I had a brain, and I had the 
capacity to rise to the occasion. It was also 
the first time I experienced the performance 
buzz. The excitement of being onstage would 
rush in like a drug at pivotal moments in the 
musical; moments where the drama, music, 
and audience's energy would align. I began 
living for the spectacle, and the feeling of 
those moments. 

I think about it a lot: a little John Mark 
waiting behind the curtain. It reminds me of 
why I love to perform and why I choose to 
make my livelihood in a creative economy 
that's unpredictable to say the least. When 
the synergy of the performers is right, the 
audience is engaged, and the level of pro- 
duction is appropriate, there's an explosion 
of positivity that occurs, the taste of which 
keeps people coming back for more. As art- 
ists, we live for that moment. It can be fleet- 
ing. It can be hard to find, and sometimes im- 
possible to recreate, but the journey is often 
dedicated to the end described above. 

Arts careers are diverse and ever-ex- 
panding. If you ask an artist why they do 
what they do, some may say for expression, 
some may say for change, some may say for 
glory, and others might just shrug. For me, 
it's the high. I'm an addict, still chasing the 
thrill, still just a little boy waiting behind the 
curtain. B 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local 
GLBT-friendly non-profit 
organizations. To reserve 
your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 
MN ADOPT 


Finding families for Minnesota's 
Waiting Children, providing pre/ 
post adoption services to all 
Minnesota adoptive families. 
777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & 
TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, 
Statewide: (800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research 
Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in 
research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 
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ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal 
Rescue 

Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, 
caring for, and adopting out dogs 
and cats into forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people 
affected by mental illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


EVENT VENUES 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion 
located just south of downtown 
Minneapolis for private or 
corporate entertaining. 

2115 Stevens Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 870-1662 


www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gdi-mn.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Clinic 555, St. Paul 


Confidential, low cost sexual 
health clinic in downtown St. Paul. 
Now offering PrEP services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health services to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 
Free admission every day. 
Located on the Green Line. 
Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 
"The premier men's vocal 
ensemble in the United States." - 
Fanfare Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and 
New Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live 
entertainment: Broadway shows, 
music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the 
lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 


JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 
Enriching, inspiring and serving 
our community as a symphony 
orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 
1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, 
performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you into 
a synthesis of beauty; breathtaking 
music, stunning costumes, and 
extraordinary sets. 

620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 
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Park Square Theatre 
Theatre for your heart, mind 
and soul on two stages, next 
to dining and jazz. 

Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter 
St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus 

An award-winning chorus 
that builds community 
through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming 
out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 
307 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 
Delivering programs/ 
services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 
Producers of the third-largest 
national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 
402-7 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive 
community committed to 
being All God’s Children 
FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) 

Exploring the promise of 
God for all. 

333 S. 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community 
Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing 
congregation committed 

to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking 
humanism at home in the here 
and now. 

900 Mt. Curve 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitaria n.org 


First Christian Church 
Come explore, be curious, 
and ask questions... a place 


where ALL are truly welcome. 


610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at 
Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral 

inquiring INSPIRING 
inclusive. Wherever you 
are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all 
people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday 
School. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist 
Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around 
Minnesota that intentionally 
welcome all people 
regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime 
Softball League (TCGSL) 
Join 600 GLBT & GLBT- 
friendly softball players as 
we celebrate 39 years of 
gay softball in Minnesota. 
P.O. Box 580264 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 
The “Great Minnesota 
GetTogether” provides a 
world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining 
and fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 
(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Bayfield and Madeline 
Island, Wisconsin 
Explore Wisconsin's north 
coast via beautiful Bayfield 
and Madeline Island, largest 
of the Apostle Islands. 
(715) 779-3335, 

(715) 747-2801 
www.bayfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic 
waterfront. Vibrant arts & 
dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 
4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Make sure 
your business, 
organization or 
event is part of 


Laventder's 
2017 
Pride Issue! 


Deadline: May 19, 2017 
Published: June 8, 2017 


Call 612-436-4660 

to speak with a sales 

executive and reserve 
your space today. 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Safe Harbor 


Driving home with my dogs in a blizzard a few weeks ago, my car 
was sideswiped by a semi. As my car spun out of control and crossed 
all lanes of traffic in a mad pirouette, my first thought was that the dogs 
and I were going to die. My second thought was that I couldn't believe I 
owned the car for three years and had never managed to find the button 
to open the back hatch. I always had to open it with the key. 

Then, I thought about how disappointing this was given that I had 
just gotten married. My spouse would be furious at me for getting myself 
killed. She told me not to drive in the blizzard and I did anyway. I was 
going to die knowing that she was right and I was wrong. I was already 
mad with her about something else, and this just made me more peeved. 

Miraculously, the car slammed into a guard rail instead of another 
vehicle, and while the action totaled the car, the dogs and I were un- 
harmed. 

It was 1:00 a.m. and the accident left us stranded on a highway that bi- 
sected the dark heart of an industrial wasteland. The only things I could 
see through the snow were the grim outlines of the steel factories, belch- 
ing out fire and smoke. 

I called roadside assistance. Because we were in the middle of a bliz- 
zard and unharmed, I was told that a tow truck wouldn't arrive for sev- 
eral hours. I gazed helplessly at the storm swirling around me. 

The car crashed just off an exit. However, this exit was typically only 
used by the Mafia, who for decades used the toxic landscape around the 
factories to dump the bodies of their victims. 

In the distance, I saw the neon glow of what looked to be a motel. I 


sighed with relief. Safe harbor! I gathered the dogs and we ventured out 
into the squall. 

It's probably important to note that before we left the car, I texted my 
spouse and told her what happened. And then I pretty much ignored her 
alarmed responses and overtures to help me figure out an escape plan. 

Why? Because I'm self-sufficient! I’m a rugged individualist! I need 
no one! And, yes, I'm an idiot. 

We had bickered earlier in the evening about something stupid. And 
now I was punishing her by not letting her help me out of this crisis. 
Because even though I am 52 years old, I'm still a baby. 

The dogs and I managed to get to the motel, which was exactly as 
scary as I deserved. It was a sex and drugs hangout that rented rooms 
by the hour, but the manager was kind and forgave his “no pets" policy 
to give us shelter for the night. 

Later that morning, after the tow truck finally arrived, the dogs and I 
took an Uber home. It was a 40-mile drive so I had a lot of time to harden 
for my homecoming. I planned to walk into the house with studied non- 
chalance, rebuffing any warmth or comfort from my spouse. 

But, as soon as I entered, she grabbed me and wouldn't let go. I 
tried to squirm out of her embrace, but her love worked like kryptonite 
against my superpowers of pride and stubbornness. I melted into her. 

Even though I had gone through a wedding ceremony a few weeks 
before, I didn't fully grasp what it is to be married until that moment. It 
is that warm glow you spot in a storm that lets you know you've finally 
found your safe harbor. ш 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


HACE ANOG LA У 
OMO SEXUALIDAD, 


ERA UNA ENFERME 
DAD MENTAL - 


Sf QUE TIEMPOS 
40 VELLOS P 


What good times! 
Quels beaux jours! 


Years ago, homosexuality was a 
mental illness... 
Ily a des années, l'homosexualité était 
une maladie mentale. 
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POR RODRO 


SER GAY EKA 
СОРАР Е - 
HABÍA BUENOS 


A d 


To 


Put your helmet on, down, and... healed! 
Mets ton casque, attention et... guéri! 


Being gay was curable. 
There were good methods. 
Être gai se soignait. 

Ily avait de bonnes méthodes . 


, CURE 


isn't just a four letter 
word anymore. 


Researchers at the U of M are 
focusing on studies to help 
discover new ways to eliminate 


HA. LIV from the body. Results from 


" these studies may guide science 

down new paths to hopefully cure 
HIV one day – but the only way to 
get there is by your participation. 
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ShaneCo.com/ 


Your friend in the 
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